INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON 
TURKISH QUALIFICATIONS FRAMEWORK
ISTANBUL, TURKEY
16-17 April 2013

	16 April 2013
	FIRST DAY
	

	09.00 – 10.00
	Registration

	10.00 – 11.30
	OPENING SESSION

President of the Vocational Qualifications Authority
Delegation of the EU to Turkey - Embassy
Honorable Ministers / High Level Administrators related to education and employment 
Minister of Labour and Social Security
	

	11.30 – 11.45
	Coffee Break
	

	


11.45 – 13.00
	NATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS FRAMEWORKS: THE INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVE 
11.45 – 12.00: 
Supporting Turkey’s National Qualifications System – Context-setting presentation 
UYEP Team Leader
12.00 – 12.20:
European Qualifications Framework for Lifelong Learning – Current State of Progress European Commission speaker
12.20 – 12.40:
The Worldwide Perspective – NQF Developments across the Globe
Speaker: a prominent international expert
12.40 – 13.00: 
Questions & Answers

	13.00 – 14.00
	Lunch

	14.00 – 15.15
	THE TURKISH QUALIFICATIONS FRAMEWORK (TQF)
The rationale for, background to, and key features of the TQF
· NQF Commission Chairman
· Representative of CoHE (Member of NQF Comm.)
· Representative of VQA (Member of NQF Comm.)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Representative of MoNE (Member of NQF Comm.)
Questions and answers

	15.15 – 15.45
	Coffee Break

	15.45 – 17.30
	PARALLEL WORKSHOPS
1. Management of NQFs & Inclusion Method of Qualifications into the NQFs
2. Quality Assurance Tools in NQFs
3. Recognition of Prior Learning by NQFs & Credit Systems Used in NQFs

· Moderators (UYEP TAT-TL and international experts)

	19.00 – 22.00
	Conference Dinner/Social Event
	





	17.04.2013
	SECOND DAY
	

	08.45 – 09.00
	Registration

	09.00 – 09.10
	INTRODUCTORY REMARKS: VQA Representative

	09.10 – 09.30
	PRESENTATION OF THE WORKSHOP CONCLUSIONS 
Presentations by the moderators of the parallel workshops including any issues which should be addressed in the following Panel Session

	09.30 – 11.00
(and continuing after the coffee break until 12.30)
	PANEL SESSION 1: INTERNATIONAL NQF IMPLEMENTATION EXPERIENCE:
Moderator: UYEP TAT International Expert
Panel; Representatives of 6 countries - Scotland, Ireland, France, Germany, Spain, South Africa 

The issues will include:
· Main challenges of developing NQFs – overcome the challenges
· Impact of NQF in the countries – the changes & the benefits 
· Actions to be taken in the future in the implementation of NQFs
· Role of social partners in developing & implementing NQFs
· Issues raised in relation to aligning the NQF with the EQF

	11.00 - 11.30
	Coffee Break

	11.30 – 12.30
	PANEL SESSION (CONTINUED)
11.30 – 12.00 : 2nd Part of Panel Discussion 
12.00 – 12.30: Questions & Answers related to the panel issues

	12.30 – 14.00
	Lunch

	14.00 – 15.30 
	PANEL SESSION 2 ON TQF – THE WAY FORWARD 
Panel discussion
Moderator: TQF Prep. Comm. Expert
Panel members: MoNE (Gen. Director, Vocational & Technical Edn.), CoHE (Rector of Bülent Ecevit University), VQA (Head of Department), TŰRKAK (Deputy General Secretary), Representative of HAK-İŞ, Representative of TŰRK-İŞ, Representative of TİSK, Representative of TOBB, Representative of TŰSİAD. 
Issues addressed:

· Vision for the TQF and its future development
· Greatest priorities now for the TQF
· Expectations of the business world
· Challenges foreseen for TQF implementation-how might they be overcome
Questions to the Panel from the Floor

	15.30 – 16.00
	Coffee Break

	16.00 – 17.00
	CLOSING SESSION
A brief summing up of key issues raised in the conference 
Closing remarks by TQF Commission Chairman

	17.00 – 17.10
	Closing speech, President of the VQA




