Myths and Brands in Vocational Education - The 20th Anniversary Conference for Vocational and Education and Culture-research network and the 2nd Conference for History of Vocational Education in Europe, 14th -18th June, 2013 in Tampere, http://www.peda.net/veraja/uta/vetculture/
We invite junior and senior researchers to discuss critically and historically about global trends in policies, practices and discourses of vocational/work-related education. In 2013, the triumph of industry- and market-relevant learning in all education and in all parts of the world seems clear. Different models of (vocational) education are on sale at global skilling mall, while traditional solutions of relating work and education lose their credibility. Researchers engage in ranking and bench-marking educational systems, in developing quality-assurance and evaluation tools for their trans-national bargaining. When Vocational Education and Culture-research network was initiated in the turn of the 1990s, it´s ambitious aim was to start cross-cultural historical research on vocational education, which those days gained hardly any interest in academy. However, in a few years the situation changed dramatically. The liberation of financial markets, the launch of utopias about knowledge-based economies and learning societies encouraged national and trans-national sponsors to search for best practices and legitimacy in educational politics. The number of studies assessing and comparing countries´ performance in learning, in qualification systems, grew rapidly and a flora of new VET researchers mushroomed everywhere. While also history of vocational education has attained certain interest, shouldn´t our network celebrate the progress?

In the first conference of Vocational Education and Culture-network in 1993, at University of Tampere, researchers considered that “widening economic integration in Europe brings accelerated mobility of labour, new agreements and legislation on comparability of vocational qualifications and certificates with it. Although with marginal attention, the personal and cultural meanings of education and occupational life are important in this seemingly technical and economic process. Vocational education is… quite a neglected area in European educational science. This is also true about comparative research. Besides, most European and national research… is quite pragmatist, short-termed and without reflection on cultural and historical context… If researchers find necessary an educational contribution to European science and policy-making in questions of vocational education, a joint endeavour is needed. This... should make a step away from monological, nationally restricted comparisons towards a reflective dialogue… A dialogue among different academic traditions is one prerequisite for understanding peculiarities of European vocational education also in a wider context.” (Heikkinen 1994, see http://www.peda.net/veraja/uta/vetculture)
What we currently observe, is the exploitation of historical and cultural research in skilling industries and education export. Education providers and practitioners are expected to generate skilling brands, which would attract global customers – policy-makers and industries. Educational brands also advertise countries as smart environments for global investments and industries. Snap-shots with impressive images sell better than tedious interpretations of historical and cultural formation of educational solutions. Therefore, despite researchers´ good intentions, their findings may end up into myth-fabrication and promote marginalization of autonomous and serious research.
In 2002, Cedefop organized with University of Florence and the European University Institute the First International Conference on History of Vocational Education in European Comparison (see for example, http://www.cedefop.europa.eu/EN/Files/32-en.pdf). Since until now nothing has followed, we boldly name the Conference on Myths and Brands in Vocational Education also as the Second International Conference on History of Vocational Education, but not only in European, but Global Comparison. With its abundant experience Vocational Education and Culture-network also defends the right to slow research, which allows intensive and long-term concentration on self-determined topics.

We welcome abstracts, suggestions for panel discussions or symposia, maximum 1 page, by 1st of December 2012, as email attachments (word or pdf-document) to Anja. You are free to select your topic, but we hope that they will have a historicizing and culturally contextualizing approach to vocational – or work-related – education. Especially senior networkers and participants of the First International Conference on History of Vocational Education are encouraged to revisit earlier contributions and develop critical re-interpretations on their topics. Announcement on acceptance of abstracts and suggestions, and more details about programme with practical information will follow in the January 2013.

Inquiries and abstracts to Anja Heikkinen, anja.heikkinen@uta.fi.
