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In pedagogy there is a tendency to take for granted that reflection as an important dimension of
pedagogy and pedagogical efforts produces “consciousness”, which implies that our experiences can
be grasped on a cognitive level. Furthermore, pedagogical theories and practices mostly argue in a
normative way, often referring to the kind of empirical research which is based on the concept of
quantifiable competences, a measurable output or the like.

From phenomenological and post-structural perspectives, however, this view is not completely
acceptable. Reflection here is regarded as a “secondary experience”, ciphered out from a basic pre-
reflexive multiplicity, e.g. of experiences. Thus, finding ourselves in a concrete situation, we tend to
complete our actual experiences by reconstructing the invisible sides of the situation, realizing the
unsaid as it is revealed by the explicit, by focusing on issues read between the lines. In doing so we
often recur to a corporally conveyed experiential knowledge, and we come back to it whenever we
want to decide whether or how something makes sense to us. All this can be regarded as a tacit side in
pedagogical processes.

Beside explicit decisions concerning pedagogical measures, social settings, subjects, schedules,
didactical tasks a.s.o. the implicit meanings of spoken and written statements and the tacit expressions
and contextualizations of body-communication and -interaction come into sight, so also the aesthetical
frames, the objects and other un-verbalized resources and limitations of commodities, tools and
architectural environments. These aspects constitute a sort of incidental scenery that might grant
pedagogical interventions and support ways of teaching and learning or might also inhibit them.
Aspects of the sketched issue have been discussed as a 'hidden curriculum' in the 1970ies and as a
'systemic approach to teaching' in the 1990ies and actually are a central topic in phenomenological
and post-structural analyses of educational processes. We here focus on a research that regards itself
as a continuing contribution to this latter tradition which has in recent discussion become
conventional e.g. under the label of 'discourse-analysis'.

The sketched issue also concerns the question of literacy respectively Bildung and with this all the
ethical, political and emancipatory dimensions of education: If we consider the enhancement of self-
development a fundamental goal of education, we have to clarify to which extent the implicit
influences constrain or empower learners and teachers in understanding, transcending and creating
the world. The aim is to provide an innovative theoretical framework for the democratic and



emancipatory development of education.
In this regard, especially influences of urban surroundings are of interest.

Indicative areas of research:
¢ Methodologies and methods in the qualitative empirical reconstruction of “Tacit Dimensions of
Pedagogy”, as questions like:
- What kind of data can be regarded as fitting to the aim described above?
- How can implicit phenomena be distinguished from explicit phenomena in empirical regards?
- How can a certain implicit process be isolated from others?
- How can implicit processes be documented?
- How can implicit processes be analyzed? How can e.g. body-language, body-communication
and body-interaction be deciphered?
- How can implicit relations between several persons be explored?
« Explicit and tacit meanings of
- instructional and everyday life discourse in pedagogical situations
— iconic representations
— architectural, especially urban environments
— didactic tools and commodities
— time structures

Structure of the symposium:

On Friday the 25t of March 2011 paper presentations (each 20”) will take place, on the next day we
provide a forum for active participation and discussion with the focus on certain themes and
methodological questions. The language of the symposium is English.

Invitation:

We invite you to send us an abstract (ca. 1000 signs) that fits into the given frame of the symposium
containing: title of the paper, research topic/aim, theoretical framework, methodology/research
design, maybe: findings, keywords

Deadline: 31.12.2010

to: tanja.goetz88@googlemail.com
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